














die and has killed the replacements.
Once this is resolved, it will be possible
to use the Square in the Spring and
Autumn, and even organise events
and activities which could make it a
much better used space.

In giving the project a grant, the
Heritage Lottery Fund has recognised
the importance of Central Square as a
highly valuable historic environment.
However, it does not expect a totally
authentic restoration of the Lutyens
landscape and planting. The plans will
aim to enhance the space to make it
more enjoyable for today’s users,
whilst recognising Lutyens’ original
intentions for the landscape design.

The Heritage Lottery Fund is keen
that the re-design should include some
interpretation to enable residents and
visitors to understand the historical
and architectural importance of the
Suburb. The restored landscape would
once again be an appropriate setting
for the surrounding Grade I and II*
Listed buildings.

Water standing in the flower beds
and empty tree pits in Spring.
The flooded pits show where trees
have died due to poor drainage

Clipped trees and herbaceous planting in the 1930s

The plans will be taken forward to
the next stage by the Steering Group,
made up by the Hampstead Garden
Suburb Trust, the Residents
Association, the London Borough of
Barnet, St Jude’s Church and the Free
Church, The Henrietta Barnett School
and residents’ representatives. Plans
will be submitted to the Heritage
Lottery Fund in September as part of
the next application. Details have still

Unkempt tarmac paths and overgrown,
shapeless trees are not a proper setting for
Lutyens’ buildings. Poor lighting, signage and
bins add visual clutter

to be decided but in any scheme,
lighting, paths and benches will be
improved. A play area for young
children has been suggested in the
disused tennis court at the lower part
of the site.

For the next application to be
successful we will need to commit to
raising matching funding and this will
mean fundraising. Contributions may
be necessary from residents, as well as
the London Borough of Barnet, which
owns Central Square, and the Trust.
However, there is a very real
possibility that we will not get a
further grant from the HLF. Whatever
the result of the bid, we will have a
scheme that has the support of the
Suburb and Barnet which can be
carried out as funds can be found.

The application design will be available
from September on the Trust website,
www.hgstrust.org.
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What is the purpose of the Trust?
A brief explanation for new residents

The Suburb is a unique area which
represents an ideal for living developed
by social reformers as a reaction to the
slums of nineteenth century cities.
These ideals are manifest in similar
developments like Port Sunlight,
Bourneville, and Letchworth and
Welwyn Garden Cities; but nowhere
is their application as complete and so
well conserved as in Hampstead
Garden Suburb. The architects and
planners of the Suburb were the best
talents of the day; their pioneering
work has mellowed and matured into
one of the most desirable residential
areas in London.

The object and principal activity of
the Trust is to ‘maintain and preserve
the present character and amenities’ —
particularly the landscape and
architecture — of the Suburb. The
Trust was created in its current form
principally to control alterations to
properties once they became freehold
under the Leasehold Reform Act 1967
and were released from the tight
control of the original leases drawn up
by the Suburb’s founders. In 1974 the
High Court approved the Scheme of
Management for the freehold
properties on the Suburb — which the
Trust now operates. Since 1974 the
great majority of the houses and
many of the flats on the Suburb have
become freehold and fall within the
Scheme of Management; the numbers
increase year by year. In 1988 the
Trust acquired the freeholds of all the
long leasehold properties on the
Suburb (including most of the blocks
of flats) from Ashdale Land and
Property Company Ltd. Through
these leases, the freehold ownership of
11 allotment sites, 27 un-adopted
roads, some 50 other communal open
spaces and the Scheme of Management

itself, the Trust can maintain a
unified control over nearly all Suburb
properties and the trees, hedges and
many of the communal areas around
them. (Control of the public highways
and the larger open spaces rests with
the London Borough of Barnet and
Transport for London.)

The Trust is a company limited by
guarantee and is also registered as a
charity. The Trust’s charitable
purposes cover the advancement of
the arts, culture and heritage,
environmental protection and
improvement. Hampstead Garden
Suburb is internationally recognised as
the finest and best realised example of
English twentieth century domestic
architecture, landscape and planning.
The public benefit extends far beyond
the 16,000 or so residents of the
Suburb to the international
community — lay and professional —
with an interest in architecture,
planning and social history. The lessons
to be learnt from the ethos, history,
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landscape and architecture of the

Suburb will benefit both present and ~ Tree of Heaven in Meadway

future generations.

Beech hedges in Hampstead Way
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Suburb Character — hedges

Most residents are aware of the
importance of Suburb architecture;
many also know that the street
trees are an important part of the
street scene, but how many
residents look at the hedges?

Hedges are a very important ingredient
in what makes the Suburb so special.
The beautiful uninterrupted lines of
green along almost every road are very
unusual in an urban setting and create
a sense of unity for the eye.

Early planting schemes were chosen by
a committee of residents. Determined
to make the Suburb different they
chose to plant Privet in Asmuns Place;
Beech in Hampstead Way; Privet again
in Asmuns Hill; and then from the
corner of Asmuns Hill along past the
Orchard into Temple Fortune Hill,
Box. From the corner of Temple
Fortune Hill for a short stretch opposite
Queen’s Court, Hampstead Way has
unusual Maple hedges.

As with the street trees a variety of
species were planted. Edmunds Walk,
The Leys and South Square were
Lonicera nitida; parts of Corringham
Road, Meadway and Willifield Way
were Wild Plum; and Eastholm, and
parts of Erskine Hill and Hampstead

Privet in Hampstead Way

Way were Golden Privet. Ingram
Avenue and Wildwood Road were
planted with Holly: some of the
original leases even specify the hedge
species. Many of the leases specify the
height: front boundary hedges should
be no higher than 3’ 6” (1.07 m). Just
as importantly, the leases stipulate
that hedges should be kept clipped
back to the boundary line.

Many of the roads were planted up
with Privet, and over the years other
hedges across the Suburb have been
wrongly replaced with Privet. More
recently Leyland Cypress was a popular
choice and currently large leaved
shrubs such as Laurel or Photinia are
in vogue.

As part of the Area Character Appraisal
(see Gazette issues 4 & 5) Suburb
hedges are being surveyed by members
of the RA’s Trees & Open Spaces
Committee. A list will be available to
assist residents who need to replant
and the Trust will be asking that any
new hedges should, if possible, follow
the original planting scheme. However,
the hedge police will not be out to get
you. One of the prettiest hedges in
the Suburb is a mix of Privet and pink
Roses. It is in Oakwood Road and
should be Cotoneaster. The owners
should not worry: the Trust will not
be insisting that a new Cotoneaster
hedge be planted at once.

Privet in Falloden Way

Yew in Willifield Way

Privet in Hill Top

Pt
Lonicera nitida in Edmunds Walk

Yew in Erskine Hill
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